
Unit 8 Book One

I. Section A:  Birth of Bright Ideas

1. Teaching Objectives:

(
To know the meaning and usage of some important words, phrases and patterns 

(
To be familiar with the writing skills of the text and make use of it in writing

(
To improve Ss reading skills by studying section B 


To respond and cooperate with classmates willingly

(
To participate actively

    To read sentences and texts with proper intonation

(
To write smoothly and legibly

2.Time Allotment:

Section A (3 periods):

1st---2nd period: Pre-reading activities ( theme-related questions for warming up;)

While-reading activities (cultural notes; useful words and expressions; 

difficult sentences)

3rdperiod: While-reading activities (text structure; main ideas)

Post-reading activities (comprehension questions; exercises)

Section B(1period):

4th periods: Practice of the reading skill (reading for the key idea in a sentence);

T checks on Ss’ home reading by asking questions based on the passage. 

T explains some difficult sentences

3.Teaching Procedures:

3.1 Pre-reading Activities

Step 1 Greetings

Greet the whole class as usual.

Step 2. Review

1. Ask students some questions to review the last lesson（show them on the screen）.

2. Check the homework on Page 172-173 .

Step 3. Lead-in and preparation for reading

Background knowledge of imagination
What is the meaning of imagination?

Granted that imagination is first of all the creation of images, let' s create an image about imagination. Imagine imagination as a cell, living and growing inside of us, as a seed that tends to become a tree, beautiful and verdant. The tree is each one of us humans, the roots of the tree are our memories, both personal and collective, its trunk is our experience, its branches our interests and inclinations, its flowers our thoughts and creations. The fruits of that special tree are knowledge and freedom.

Imagination is the soul' s breath.

Step 4. Fast reading

Ask the Ss to read the passage as quickly as they can and to answer the questions on the screen. Let them get the main idea of each paragraph and make clear about the text structure.

Text structure: ( structured  writing )

Purpose: Improve the students’ reading and writing ability and understand the general idea of each paragraph.

Method: Read the text individually and talk in groups; Use task-based language teaching method, reading approach, communicative approach and total physical response method.

	Text Sructure

Birth of Bright Ideas

	
	

	Topic: Para1-2

Creative thought depends on what was unknown becoming known.
	
	Exemplification:

Para 3—6

The author cited the stories of Wagner, Poincare and Descartes to show how an unconscious mind turn to a conscious mind.
	
	Conclusion: Para 7

The unconscious is responsible for the production of new organized forms from relatively disorganized elements.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Step 5. Preparation for details of the text on the screen

Ss are required to look at the words and Phrases on the screen and give a brief presentation in class.

Words and Phrases: 

Purpose: Train the Ss’ ability of understanding and using foreign language.

Method: Talk in groups, Use task-based language teaching method, communicative approach and total physical response method.

1) flash: vi. Come suddenly; appear or pass suddenly

The day seems to flash by. 光阴似箭。
It flashed into\across\through his mind that she might be married. 他突然醒悟到她可能结婚。
1） depend on: happen according to; count on

Whether the game will be played depends on the weather. 球赛是否进行要看天气而定。
Depending on how much he sells, his earnings will increase. 他收入的增加取决于他能卖出多少。
2） intensify: make or become stronger

Efforts to reach the injured man have been intensified because of a sudden turning for the worse in the weather. 由于天气变得更恶劣，援救伤员的工作加紧了步伐。
The enemy’s breakthrough intensified, as there was no hope for their reinforcement. 由于增援无望，敌人坚强了突围。
3) surge: vi. Move ( as if ) in waves

The crowd surged past him. 人潮从他身边汹涌而过。
Memories surged in his mind. 对往事的回忆不断涌上他的心头。
4) exemplify: vt. Show by example

The teacher exemplified the use of the word.  老师举例说明这个字的用法。
The room’s style exemplifies his ideal of beauty and plainness. 这房间的风格表明了他对美与质朴的憧憬。
     6）be responsible for: being the cause of

        He still felt responsible for her sudden death. 他仍感到他的突然死亡是他造成的。
        He insisted that his solid foundation was responsible for his present success.  他坚持认为他今天的成功归功于他坚实的基础。
3.2 While-reading Activities

Step 6. Intensive reading

Ss are asked to read the passage carefully again and answer some detailed questions on the screen. During the reading, there is an explanation for the following points:

Language Points: 

1. Of course, all ideas don’t occur like that but so many do, particularly the most important ones. (Para. 2)

Meaning: Not all ideas, of course, come as gifts; but many of them do, especially some big ideas that come to your mind unexpectedly.

Occur: vi. Come to mind

The idea never occurred to me. 我从未想到过这个主意。
It suddenly occurred to him that this was something he should never do. 他突然想到这种事情他根本就不应该做。
2. How they do it is a mystery but they must come from somewhere. (Para. 2)

Meaning: How these ideas came to your mind is a mystery; no one can understand. But they must have come from somewhere, an unknown source.

3. It is easiest to examine it in the great creative personalities, many of whom experienced it in an intensified form and have written it down in their life stories and letters. ( Para. 3)

Meaning: Many of highly creative persons had experiences of this sort and felt its effects strongly, as you can find in their life stories and letters, so their case is easiest to study and understand.

4. As a contrast, we may consider a famous story: the discovery by Henri Poincare, the great French mathematician, of a new mathematical method called the Fuchsian functions. (Para.5)

Meaning: We may consider a famous story, which is very different from the other examples. This story is about How Henri Poincare, the great French mathematician, discovered a new mathematical method called the Fuchsian functions.

5. Many ideas kept surging in his head; he could almost feel them pushing against one another, until two of them combined to form a stable combination. (Para. 5)

Meaning: Ideas came to his mind one after another and he could almost feel these ideas pushing against one another. At last two of the ideas came to form a firm and trusted combination.

6. Here, we see the conscious mind observing the new combinations being formed in the 

unconscious, while the Wagner story shows the sudden explosion of a new concept into consciousness. (Para.5)

Meaning: Here we can find that the conscious mind was watching the new combinations being formed in the unconscious, but from the Wagner story we find that a new concept burst into consciousness without his knowing it was there.

3.3 Post-reading Activities

Step7. Consolidation

Retell the passage according to the guided sentences.

     They burst into the mind, glowing with the heat of creation.

     All of us have experienced this sudden arrival of a new idea, but…

     Take the example if Richard Wagner

     The discovery by Henri Poincare, the great French mathematician

     A third type is Descartes

     Comments and conclusions

Purpose: To know if the students understand the whole text. At the same time, To show the text structure on the screen, so that they can retell it easily.

Method: Read the text structure together; Use task-based language teaching method, reading approach, communicative approach and total physical response method.

Step 8. Discussion

Show a movie clip about the scientists who have some creative ideas and ask the Ss the following questions: 

Purpose: 
To present a real situation 

       
    To grasp the main idea

To consolidate language points

To fossilize the way of structured writing

Method: Use the CAI and talk in groups; Use task-based language teaching method, reading approach, communicative approach, audio-lingual method, Audio-visual Method and total physical response method.

Step 9. Assignment

Review the key points of Section A

Finish the exercises after class

Finish online homework

Preview Section B

   Step 10. Assessment
Write a composition with the paragraphs of contrast. I want to improve the ability of their writing. At the same time, train the ability of do-it-yourself and looking up the information by themselves. 
T checks if Ss have done the after-text exercises in their spare time and discuss some common errors that crop up.

Writing:  Topic:  
1. My father and I enjoy different kinds of music

2. Rural and city life

Pre-view Section B 


